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Following their whirlwind tour of Central America Jan. 19-20, the eight Contadora and Support
Group foreign ministers and the secretaries general of the United Nations and the Organization
of American States prepared a document summarizing the results of the trip on Wednesday.
Excerpts from the document as reported in the Mexican press on Jan. 22 follow: As outlined in a
decision adopted by Contadora and its Support Group in December 1986, the foreign ministers
of Colombia, Mexico, Panama and Venezuela (Contadora Group), and of Argentina, Brazil, Peru
and Uruguay (Support Group), with the presence of the United Nations Secretary General and the
Secretary General of the Organization of American States participated in a peace mission to the
five Central American capitals. The main objectives of the mission were to obtain interpretations
of the region's problems from the Central American heads of state, identify measures which may
facilitate a resumption of peace negotiations, and thereby propitiate an atmosphere of reciprocal
confidence among the governments in the area. Participants in the peace mission made the
following observations: 1) All five heads of state recognize that the situation in Central America
has been aggravated, evidenced in the escalation of military activities and the stagnation of
diplomatic negotiations. 2) All heads of state reiterated the need for achieving Contadora's guiding
principles, i.e., peace, cooperation, security and democracy. 3) All heads of state outlined initiatives
which from their points of view, could lead to a solution of the present crisis. The five Central
American presidents welcomed the presence of the secretaries general of the United Nations and
the Organization of American States. The foreign ministers of Contadora and its Support Group,
agree on the importance of continuing to rely on the support of the secretaries general, as expressed
in offers of services by both organizations described in communiques of mid-November 1986.
The greatest obstacles toward resuming the talks seem to be the result of divergent views on the
appropriate procedures for discussing problems and solutions to serious political differences,
and the continuance of actions in violation of international law. Finally, it must be recognized that
necessary political willingness [on the part of Central American governments] does not exist for
implementing several proposals favoring national and international conciliation. (PRENSA LATINA,
01/22/87)
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